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What’s  
Inside? I greet you all from 

Bangladesh ECD Network 
(BEN). 

I hope you found useful the 
October 2016 issue of  
Bangladesh ECD 

Newsle er which was produced and circulated 
in so  version to the BEN community. It had 
brought to you informa on about some 
interes ng ac vi es in the ECD field.  

This second issue of 2016 attempts to put 
together recent relevant news and information, 
which I hope, you will find of interest. On the 
occasion of National ECD Seminar 2016 and the 
Annual General Meeting of BEN, we are printing 
both the issues to make these available to the 
participants, all of whom may not have accessed 
the electronic version. We would like to continue 
to produce and publish it electronically and post 
it  on BEN’s website periodically.   

We would welcome your observa ons and 
sugges ons on the content of the newsle er. 
Our effort to publish it regularly can succeed 
and its value enhanced only if you cooperate. 
We again urge all to keep submi ng short 
reports on your ECD related ac vi es or any 
item which you consider to be of interest to the 
ECD community.  

Season’s gree ngs to all and wish you a happy, 
healthy and produc ve new year.  

Dr. Manzoor Ahmed 

Message from the Chair 

Published by: BEN Secretariat 
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Na onal ECD Seminar and 
BEN’s General Mee ng on 
18 December 2016  
The theme of this year’s na onal seminar is 
“Early Childhood Development in Bangladesh – 
Challenges and Opportuni es in the light of 
SDG”. Since the adop on of the SDG and 
specific emphasis given to ECD for the first 

me in global agenda, there are new 
challenges and opportuni es for taking  full 
advantage of the new prominence of ECD in 
global and na onal discourse. 

Since the adoption of the Comprehensive ECCE 
policy by Bangladesh in 2013, various initiatives 
have been taken to move forward the 
implementation of the policy. It is necessary to 
keep this effort under the spotlight, look at 
progress and challenges and chart the course 
for further action. With this end in view, the 
purpose of the 2016 BEN National Seminar is to 
bring the stakeholders together including  the 
Ministry of Women and Children Affairs as the 
government focal point, other government 
agencies, other national and international 
actors, academics, researchers and civil society. 

A brief paper appraising the situa on and 
prospects for ECD in the framework of SDG will 
be presented on behalf of BEN, to be followed 
by commentaries by invited speakers. 

In the second plenary session,  the 
presenta on and discussion will be related to 
ECD Service Implementa on: Perspec ve from 
the Field. 

Held in conjunc on with the General mee ng 
of BEN, the event will a ract a large 
a endance from BEN membership. 

In the General Mee ng, BEN members will 
elect a new Execu ve Commi ee/Board and 
determine BEN’s ac vity plan for the next 
three years.   

Paren ng Educa on course 
conducted in Dhaka North and South 
City Corpora on by ICHD  
“Early Brain Development Skill Enhancement Program” (cÖviw¤¢K 

†gavweKvk `¶Zv e„w× Kg©m~wP) under the Ministry of Women and 
Children Affairs (MOWCA) is going ahead with continuous 

progress. In November 
2016, the implementing 
organization, ICHD 
organized and conducted 
Parenting Education course 
in three batches for the 
participants of Dhaka North 
and South City Corporation. 

Participants included women ward councillors, officers and staff 
of the city corporations. The course of all these batches was 
held at Dnet, Mohammadpur, Dhaka. The courses were 
facilitated by the master trainers who earlier received the 
Training of Trainers (ToT) on Parenting Education.   
 

BEN Chair Meets CEO of SAARC 
Development Fund 
BEN Chair Dr. Manzoor Ahmed met with Mr. Sunil Motiwal, CEO 
of the SAARC Development Fund at SDF headquarters in 
Thimphu, Bhutan on 11 November, 2016. Mr. Motiwal showed 
a keen interest in ECD activities in Bangladesh and the SAARC 

region. The possibility of 
cooperation in this area 
was discussed. A multi-
country project in the 
ECD field could be 
supported by SDF about 
which Mr. Motiwal was 
quite enthusiastic. This 
would depend on the 

decision of the SDF Board where the SAARC member 
governments are represented. 

Dr. Ahmed was in Bhutan at the invita on of the Ministry of 
Educa on for an interna onal conference on Lifelong Learning 
and Community Learning Centres. At the SDF mee ng, he was 
accompanied by Mr. Karma Thinley, an well-known advocate 
and ac vist for ECD in Bhutan. 
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Urban Child Care Project of Aga 
Khan Founda on (Bangladesh) 
A Community-Based Integrated ECD Program for 
Children of Low-Income Working Women 

Aga Khan Founda on (Bangladesh) or AKF(B) has been 
working for early childhood development (ECD) in 
Bangladesh since 2008. Built on its experience and 
recognizing the serious gap in provision and quality of ECD 
services, especially for the children of low-income working 
women living in and around Dhaka, AKF(B) started 
implemen ng the Urban Childcare Project (UCP) in 
partnership with local partner Phulki in January 2015. 
Under this project, 20 community-based childcare centres 
have been established for children two to six years old. 
The centres are open from 7:30 am to 5 pm for 6 days a 
week, and each one has the capacity to accommodate 
about 30 children. Under the project, the children receive 
a number of integrated services.  
Full day nurturing care and protec on:  

 Children get 
uninterrupted 
a en on 
under 
supervision of 
two well 
trained 
caregivers 
and a      pre-
school 
teacher assigned to provide care and protec on to 
the children. 

 There is an assigned caregiver and a designated room 
for each age group (2-4 ; 4-5; 5-6 year old) of children. 
There are separate ac vity based curriculum for 2-4 
and 4-5 year olds. 5-6 year olds receive na onal pre-
primary educa on package.  Throughout the day 
children are engaged in different learning ac vi es 
through play, group work, rhymes, songs, drawing, 
stories etc. 

 Every child's personal hygiene and cleanliness is 
ensured by teaching them proper use of toilet, hand 
washing, cleaning teeth and bathing. 

 Teachers and caregivers facilitate children to have 
their food (morning snacks and lunch) by themselves 
as provided by parents. 

 There is arrangement for children to take rest. 

Centres are provided with adequate bedding and 
pillow for every child.  

 

Other suppor ve ac vi es:  

 Children's growth is tracked by measuring their height 
and weight every month, which is recorded in an 
individual growth monitoring and promo on card 
provided by the Ins tute of Public Health and 
Nutri on. Parents are informed and counselled when 
a child falls into the moderately or severely 
malnourished status.  

 Parents are supported to ensure birth registra on of 
their children. Children are also followed up to ensure 
vitamin A intake and deworming every six months. 

 Some basic health check-up services are provided 
directly through the centres, such as screening of 
children to iden fy common problems related to eye/
vision and hearing through func onal linkages with 
respec ve service providers. 

 Every month, a paren ng session takes place in each 
centre. The topics of the sessions have been 
determined through a parents need assessment done 
at the beginning of the project and designed using 
different na onal and interna onal paren ng 
resources. 

 A mini library with children’s books has been integrated 
in the project to promote literacy among the young 
children in community. The respec ve community of 
each centre has access to this library.  

 Ver cal or sack gardening has been introduced in some 
of centers to encourage the parents to feed their 
children with different kinds of vegetables and to show a 
cost-effec ve way of vegetable produc on in an urban 
context. 

 To assess the developmental outcome of children and 
parental knowledge, a tude and prac ce, UCP 
administers different interna onally recognized 
assessment tools.  

In 2017, UCP will 
begin pilo ng a 
process of 
opera onal and 
financial 
sustainability with 
communi es, 
garment factory 
owners and other 
business owners.  
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BRAC Early Childhood 
Development 
BRAC Early Childhood Development (ECD) 
programme involves two types of provision – early 
childhood development for children aged 3–5 and 
pre-primary classes for children aged 5+ 

ECD curriculum for Holistic Growth 
BRAC ECD curriculum is for two years and 
addresses all facets of a young child’s developmental 
needs through rhymes, stories, songs, games (free 
and structured plays individually and in groups), pre-
maths concept, drawing and creative works. In 
addition to that an age appropriate holistic 
development package as well as regular health check
-up including height-weight, necessary massages on 
nutrition, hygiene etc. are blended in the curriculum. 
Foremost parts of curriculum are as follows:  

 Activity corners: In each ECD centre there are 
four corners: blocks and puzzles; picture drawing 
and book reading; measuring and weighing and 
imagination.  

 Indoor and outdoor games: Hide and seek, cats 
and rats, cats and fish, crocodile and water, ice 
and water, etc. are popular traditional games that 
are adapted to develop specific cognitive and 
motor skills in young children. As part of outdoor 
games some devises are added for swinging, 
climbing balancing while walking and moving 
through circle, rocking up and down by see-saw. 

 Field trips: For experiential learning, teachers and 
supervisors regularly take the children outside 
classrooms to acquaint them with natural 
surroundings.  

 Portfolio for child assessment: Portfolios are used 
in the centres to store children’s work; observe 
their learning preferences and keep track of each 
child’s progress. As individual portfolios are 
maintained for each child, parents can also see 
the preserved drawing, crafts of their child. 

 Home visit: To observe health & hygiene related 
issues, child-adult relationship etc.    

 Forum for parents: A parents’ forum is organized 
once a month to discuss issues of health, 
nutrition, domain-based child development, etc. 

Outdoor Classroom Activities in 
BRAC Pre-Primary Schools 
Practical learning makes children’s concept clear and 
sustainable. Learners can learn better through 
observation and learning by doing. For better 
understanding of various concepts BRAC introduce 
outdoor classroom activities in all BRAC pre-primary 
schools as a new initiative. Objectives of outdoor 
classroom activities are to develop children’s social, 
emotional, language, observation skill, working 
capacity and physical development. BRAC published 
an outdoor classroom activities guide book with 10 
outdoor activities for second month to eleventh month 
of the year. All these activities are related with 
science, environment and cleanliness. Among the 
activities first four activities are adopted from the 
government teacher’s guide and rest six are 
designed by BRAC. Activities are as follows:  

Sunshine and Shadow Game (†iv ª̀ Qvqvi †Ljv) : This is 
an observational activity. By this, children learn the 
reason of sunshine, shadow and different size of 
shadow in different time of the day.  

Leaves Blow in Wind and Rainfall from Cloud (evZv‡m 

cvZv b‡o Ges †gN †_‡K e„wó nq) : For this activity Learners are 
taken out of the classroom to observe how wind blow 
leaves and condition of cloud at the time of rainfall. 
Teacher also describes the cause of rainfall. 

Living and non living objects (Ro I Rxe) : learners are 
divided into groups to observe various objects in the 
nature. After observation they separate living and 
nonliving things and can able to describe the differences 
between them. 

Plant and Animal ( Dw™¢` I cÖvYx ) : Learners are taken to a 
place full of plants and animals to observe closely. 
Teacher asks them questions regarding their 
observation to clarify the difference between plant and 
animal.  

 

Outdoor Classroom Ac vi es 
in BRAC Pre-Primary Schools 
Prac cal learning makes children’s concept clear and 
sustainable. Learners can learn be er through 
observa on and learning by doing. For be er 
understanding of various concepts BRAC introduce 
outdoor classroom ac vi es in all BRAC pre-primary 
schools as a new ini a ve. Objec ves of outdoor 
classroom ac vi es are to develop children’s social, 
emo onal, language, observa on skill, working capacity 
and physical development. BRAC published an outdoor 
classroom ac vi es guide book with 10 outdoor ac vi es 
for second month to eleventh month of the year. All these 

ac vi es are 
related with 
science, 
environment 
and 
cleanliness. 
Among the 
ac vi es 
first four 
ac vi es are 

adopted from the government teacher’s guide and rest six 
are designed by BRAC. Ac vi es are as follows:  

1. Sunshine and Shadow Game (†iv ª̀ Qvqvi †Ljv) : This is 
an observa onal ac vity. By this, children learn the 
reason of sunshine, shadow and different size of 
shadow in different me of the day.  

2. Leaves Blow in Wind and Rainfall from Cloud (evZv‡m 

cvZv b‡o Ges †gN †_‡K e„wó nq) : For this ac vity Learners 
are taken out of the classroom to observe how wind 
blow leaves and condi on of cloud at the me of 
rainfall. Teacher also describes the cause of rainfall. 

3. Living and Non-living Objects (Ro I Rxe) : learners 
are divided into groups to observe various objects in 
the nature. A er observa on they separate living and 
nonliving things and can able to describe the 
differences between them. 

4. Plants and Animals (Dw™¢` I cÖvYx) : Learners are taken 
to a place full of plants and animals to observe 
closely. Teacher asks them ques ons regarding their 
observa on to clarify the difference between plant 
and animal.  

5.  Let’s Clean our Surroundings’ (P‡jv Avgv‡`i Avkcvk 

cwi®‹vi ivwL) : It increases social awareness among 
learners. Teacher writes a festoon on cleanliness. 
Takes the learners to an open place and clean the 
place with their help. She describes the importance 
of cleanliness. This ac vity also encourages children 
to keep clean their house, school and surroundings.  

6. Cultural Program and Ac ng (PviæKjv Awfbq) : It’s a co
-curricular ac vi es arranged in an open stage (out 
of the school) in front of the community people. 
Learners perform through song, dance, storytelling, 
ac ng etc. Learner con nues the full programme 
session. 

7. Let’s Hear the Song of Birds and Insects (P‡jv cvwL I 

†cvKvgvK‡oi Mvb ïwb) : Learners are taken to a place to 
observe some birds and insects and ask to draw 
pictures of birds and insect. Teacher describes the 
importance of those birds and insect for the 
environment. This ac vity brings environmental 
awareness among the learners.  

8. Let’sTalk with Plants (P‡jv Mv‡Qi mv‡_ Mí Kwi) : This 
ac vity helps learners to know how plant protect the 
environment. Learners will visit a place full of plant 
and describe their experience a er the visit. Teacher 
describes the importance of plants to Environment.  

9. Let’s Observe a Place and What Happened There 
(†`‡L Avwm †Kv_vq wK nq): Learners visit a place ( Farm, 
Nursery, Market etc.) or  ins tu on ( Post office, 
Clinic, Office etc.) and learn what kind of service they 
can get from those place. Teacher also describe 
about many other ins tu on.  

10. Visit and Collect Data (Ny‡i †eovB Z_¨ †hvMvB): This 
ac vity helps learners to learn about data collec on. 
Teacher describes about data and makes a plan to 
collect data. They go to a village and collect data 
about specific thing, For example: availability of 
tubewell  in the locality.  

To arrange above ac vi es, ac ve par cipa on of 
community is important. So, a planning mee ng 
including teacher, staff, parents and School managing 
commi ee arranged prior to all the ac vity. Members of 
school commi ee also present in the par cular day to 
make the whole process smooth. At the end of the 
ac vity a learner discuss their learning in front of all and 
conclude the session with thanks.     
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FH Introducing New Period of 
Quality ECD Programing in Its 
Working Areas 
FH Associa on (FH) is a new member of Bangladesh 
ECD Network. FH Associa on (FH) is the interna onal 
arm of Food for the Hungry and is registered in 
Geneva, Switzerland, with support offices in Asia, 
Europe, and North America.  FH is registered in 
Bangladesh as an interna onal NGO with the NGO 
Affairs Bureau, Bangladesh. FH has been working in 
Bangladesh since 1972. With a strong history of relief 
programming, FH works across the relief and 
development con nuum to build the capacity of 
Bangladeshis to meet their own needs and improve the 
quality of life. With 190 full- me staff, FH/B works in 8 
districts: Patuakhali, Barguna, Rajbari, Kush a, 
Rajshahi, Mymensingh, Bogra and Dhaka. FH is directly 
implemen ng development ac vi es in 22 loca ons 
and our programs impact 253,000 individuals. FH 
Bangladesh aims to develop the social and economic 
capacity of the poorest and most disadvantaged people 
in Bangladesh by fostering their self-development.  

FH has a long working experience in early child 
educa on.  In 2017, FH Bangladesh is going to 
implement the Educa on Phase of its core program 
Comprehensive Family and Community Transforma on 
(CFCT). Educa on phase is going to emphasis on Early 
Grade development specially 0 to 8 years. In this phase 
FH will work with parents of 0 to 8 years children, 

preschool teachers, SMC members. FH/Bangladesh will 
get detail instruc on and guideline in the upcoming 
Asia Regional CFCT: Educa on Phase Training in Kuala 
lumpur, Malaysia.  

At the same me, FH is con nuing its ECD ac vi es 
with increasing the coverage and upgrading the quality.  

Currently 
total 82 
early 
learning 
centers 
are 
running. In 
very near 
future, FH 

is also going to launch another 15 early learning centers 
named “Child Development Center” in Rajshahi. These 
centers will be well deigned and decorated with lots of 
teaching learning materials, tube-well, latrine and play 
ground.  

Simultaneously, FH is also working in upgrading and 
developing its Early Child Educa on (ECE) curriculum 
with the support of Save the Children, Bangladesh. 
Although it is in primary stage, FH is expec ng that ECD 
Curriculum upgrading and developing process will be 
done very soon. Last month, “Save the children” Team 
visited FH Early Learning Centers in Mymensingh 
District for iden fying the FH needs and possible areas 
of coopera on in terms of FH ECE curriculum 
improvement and development.  

FH has been going through a leadership change 
recently. Our Execu ve Director, Timothy D. Danz is 
promoted as Asia Regional Director of FH/Asia Region 
and Deputy Execu ve Director, Kajal K. Sengupta is 
promoted as Country Director of FH/Bangladesh.  Kajal 
K. Sengupta has been working with FH since June, 2016. 
He was the former Country Director of Compassion 
Interna onal.  
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BRAC Early Childhood 
Development 
BRAC Early Childhood Development (ECD) 
programme involves two types of provision – early 
childhood development for children aged 3–5 and 
pre-primary classes for children aged 5+ 

ECD curriculum for Holistic Growth 
BRAC ECD curriculum is for two years and 
addresses all facets of a young child’s developmental 
needs through rhymes, stories, songs, games (free 
and structured plays individually and in groups), pre-
maths concept, drawing and creative works. In 
addition to that an age appropriate holistic 
development package as well as regular health check
-up including height-weight, necessary massages on 
nutrition, hygiene etc. are blended in the curriculum. 
Foremost parts of curriculum are as follows:  

 Activity corners: In each ECD centre there are 
four corners: blocks and puzzles; picture drawing 
and book reading; measuring and weighing and 
imagination.  

 Indoor and outdoor games: Hide and seek, cats 
and rats, cats and fish, crocodile and water, ice 
and water, etc. are popular traditional games that 
are adapted to develop specific cognitive and 
motor skills in young children. As part of outdoor 
games some devises are added for swinging, 
climbing balancing while walking and moving 
through circle, rocking up and down by see-saw. 

 Field trips: For experiential learning, teachers and 
supervisors regularly take the children outside 
classrooms to acquaint them with natural 
surroundings.  

 Portfolio for child assessment: Portfolios are used 
in the centres to store children’s work; observe 
their learning preferences and keep track of each 
child’s progress. As individual portfolios are 
maintained for each child, parents can also see 
the preserved drawing, crafts of their child. 

 Home visit: To observe health & hygiene related 
issues, child-adult relationship etc.    

 Forum for parents: A parents’ forum is organized 
once a month to discuss issues of health, 
nutrition, domain-based child development, etc. 

Outdoor Classroom Activities in 
BRAC Pre-Primary Schools 
Practical learning makes children’s concept clear and 
sustainable. Learners can learn better through 
observation and learning by doing. For better 
understanding of various concepts BRAC introduce 
outdoor classroom activities in all BRAC pre-primary 
schools as a new initiative. Objectives of outdoor 
classroom activities are to develop children’s social, 
emotional, language, observation skill, working 
capacity and physical development. BRAC published 
an outdoor classroom activities guide book with 10 
outdoor activities for second month to eleventh month 
of the year. All these activities are related with 
science, environment and cleanliness. Among the 
activities first four activities are adopted from the 
government teacher’s guide and rest six are 
designed by BRAC. Activities are as follows:  

Sunshine and Shadow Game (†iv ª̀ Qvqvi †Ljv) : This is 
an observational activity. By this, children learn the 
reason of sunshine, shadow and different size of 
shadow in different time of the day.  

Leaves Blow in Wind and Rainfall from Cloud (evZv‡m 

cvZv b‡o Ges †gN †_‡K e„wó nq) : For this activity Learners are 
taken out of the classroom to observe how wind blow 
leaves and condition of cloud at the time of rainfall. 
Teacher also describes the cause of rainfall. 

Living and non living objects (Ro I Rxe) : learners are 
divided into groups to observe various objects in the 
nature. After observation they separate living and 
nonliving things and can able to describe the differences 
between them. 

Plant and Animal ( Dw™¢` I cÖvYx ) : Learners are taken to a 
place full of plants and animals to observe closely. 
Teacher asks them questions regarding their 
observation to clarify the difference between plant and 
animal.  

¶z ª̀ b„-‡Mvôxi 5 fvlvq Avm‡Q 

cÖvK cÖv_wg‡Ki eB  
(Pre-primary books in 5 languages of ethnic 
minority groups are being introduced) 

bZzb eQ‡ii cÖ_g w`b mvaviY wk¶v_©x‡`i cvkvcvwk „̀wó cÖwZeÜx 

wk¶v_©x‡`i nv‡ZI †eªBj eB Zz‡j †`‡e miKvi| GQvov ¶z ª̀ b„-

‡Mvôxi wkïiv wb‡R‡`i cvuPwU fvlvq †jLv cÖvK-cÖv_wg‡Ki eB 

cv‡e AvMvgx wk¶vel© †_‡K| 

wk¶vgš¿x byiæj Bmjvg bvwn` †iveevi (4 wW‡m¤^i 2016) XvKvi 

gvZzqvB‡j webvg~‡j¨ weZi‡Yi eB Qvcv‡bv n‡”Q Ggb `ywU 

QvcLvbv cwi`k©b †k‡l mvsevw`K‡`i G K_v e‡jb| 

Gevi ¶z ª̀ b„-‡Mvôx‡`i cvuPwU fvlvq cÖvK-cÖv_wg‡Ki eB Qvcv‡bv 

n‡q‡Q Rvwb‡q wk¶vgš¿x e‡jb, ÒAvw`evmx b„-‡Mvôxi mKj fvlvq 

wjwc †bB, mvwnZ¨ †bB, †jLv †bB| †hUv Av‡Q Avgiv PvB 

†mUv‡ZB Zviv wkLyK| gv‡qi †Kvj †_‡K †b‡gB †m cÖ_‡g ¯‹z‡j 

hvq, evsjv fvlvq K_v †m eyS‡Z cv‡i bv| 

ÒwVK mg‡q Zv‡`i nv‡Z Gme eB †cŠu‡Q †`e| Avgiv cÖv_wgK 

¯Í‡i †mB ai‡bi wk¶KI ˆZwi Ki‡Z PvB|Ó 

PvKgv, gvigv, mv`ªx, wÎcyiv I Mv‡iv- GB cvuP fvlvq cÖvK 

cÖv_wg‡Ki eB cv‡e ¶z`ª b„-‡Mvôxi wkïiv| 

RvZxq wk¶vµg I cvV¨cy Í̄K †ev‡W©i (GbwmwUwe) Kg©KZ©viv 

Rvbvb, Gevi bq nvRvi 703 Rb `„wó cÖwZeÜx wk¶v_©x‡K †eªBj 

eB Ges ¶z`ª b„-‡Mvôxi 24 nvRvi wkïi nv‡Z Zv‡`i wb‡R‡`i 

fvlvq †jLv eB Zz‡j †`Iqv n‡e| 

Gi Av‡M mgvRKj¨vY gš¿Yvj‡qi gva¨‡g ¯̂í cwim‡i „̀wó 

cÖwZeÜx wk¶v_©x‡`i †eªBj eB †`Iqv nZ| 

             (wewWwbDR †Uv‡qw›U‡dvi WUKg, 4 wW‡m¤î 2016)  

 

  

BEN in 4th Na onal  
Conference of Associa on for 
Early Childhood Educa on 
and Development, India 
The  Associa on   for  Early  Childhood   Educa on   and  
Development    (AECED) and the School of Educa on,  
Azim  Premji  University,   Bengaluru organized a  two  
day conference on  the  theme "Re-defining Early  
Childhood Development Profession in India: Challenges 
and  Poten al" on November 7-8, 2016. Ms. Mahmuda 
Akhter was invited by the organizers to  share thoughts 
on the topic Early Educators Professional Development 
in  Bangladesh.  Ms. Mahmuda presented on this topic 
in the Plenary 2 on the theme Early Childhood 
Educators Professional Development: Insights from Few 
Countries. 

Policy  makers, teachers,  teacher  educa on  
ins tu ons, academicians, researchers and 
representa ves from all sectors - private, NGO and 
government from ECCE domains par cipated in the 
conference. 
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Rahela’s dream “Ruby” 
A case study by Save the Children  

“My name is Rahela Begum. I am 26 years old and passed 
grade nine. I live in Kathalpota in Meherpur District with 
my daughter Ruby Begum and her grandparents. My 
husband has been living abroad for 14 years. I admi ed 
Ruby at Kathalpota pre-primary in January 2016. She cried 
and shouted to not go to preprimary school. I went to 
school with her and waited full me of every day. 
Some mes if I could not go with her, she also did not go 
to school. Occasionally her teacher helped me, she came 
to my home and took Ruby to school. At that me I found 

it difficult and 
did not find any 
solu on. I 
became 
dejected. Then I 
a ended Early 
Literacy Math 
Paren ng (ELM) 

sessions and changed myself! I understood how I can help 
my daughter? A er a ending ELM paren ng sessions and 
I prac cing games at home with my daughter, we tried 
new things. During household work I play with her and 
teach her how to coun ng, make shapes like circle, 
triangle and square, and things for pre wri ng, pre 
reading with picture, storytelling using pictures book/
story book, introducing le ers from wastage packet. I also 
discuss with her about household material, such as 
vegetable, calendar, animals, furniture, fan, clock 
crockeries etc. I found she is ge ng interested to read. 

Now my daughter 
goes to school all 
by herself. She 
likes her friends 

and teacher and to 
play with them. 
She is learning a 
lot of things like: 

rhymes, stories, coun ng, alphabet, sor ng. I wish for her 
a bright future and I’m really happy about her visible 
change. 

‘’I would like to give thanks to her teacher for her 
hear est effort. And also thank to Save the Children for 
having these classes of ELM for parents.” 

 

A STAR ECD Professional: 
Mithila shines at 11th 
Convoca on of BRAC 
University 
On 5th December, 2016, BRAC University held its 11th 
Convoca on ceremony. Among the graduates of the 
ceremony were ten graduates from BRAC Ins tute of 
Educa onal Development (BIED)’s Master of Science 
(MSc)/Post-Graduate Diploma (PGD) in Early Childhood 
Development (ECD) program. 

Ms. Rafiath Rashid, Program Manager, Educa on, BRAC 
Interna onal, also a popular model and actor, known as 
Mithila, completed  the MSc in ECD program, achieving 
the pres gious Chancellor’s Gold Medal, bringing great 
honor to the Ins tute. Fellow graduates Mr. Jasedul 
Hossain and Ms. Nazia Sharmin, also shone through the 
ceremony, each receiving the Vice Chancellor’s award.  

BIED’s MSc/PGD in ECD program is the first of its kind in 
Bangladesh, intended to create professionals and  
advocates of ECD. With a diverse combina on of 
classroom studies, interac ve teaching learning method 
and field research, this program provides professionals as 
well as private individuals working on early childhood 
development the chance to develop themselves 
professionally and contribute to ECD in the country.     

  

Ruby’s mother in ELM paren ng session 

Ruby coun ng 
through math 
play with her 
mother at home 

Ms. Rafiath      
Rashid, graduate 
of the Master of 
Science in Early 
Childhood       
Development 
program, BIED, 
receives the    
honorable     
Chancellor’s 
Award at the 11th 
Convoca on    
Ceremony of 
BRAC University 
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Shishu Bikash Kendra: A 
community based initiative for 
early learning and development 
of 3-4 years old children 
Plan International Bangladesh 

Keeping in conformity with government’s plan and 
emphasizing the implementa on of quality of pre-primary 
educa on, Plan Interna onal Bangladesh is now working for 
developing an effec ve and low-cost early learning service 
model for 3-4 years old children based on its 20 years of 
program experience. The model is revised considering the 
recently adopted policies and strategies of pre-primary 
educa on hence consistent with the 2 years long pre-
primary educa on plan of government. Engagement of 
parents and community is prominent in this model that is an 
added advantage to install it in to current primary educa on 
infrastructure. Considering the current infrastructure, 
readiness and funding trend, it is difficult to ins tu onalize 2 
years pre-primary educa on in to government system. But 
Plan Interna onal Bangladesh believes that Shishu Bikash 
Kendra can play an important role to facilitate rapid 
implementa on of government’s policies and commitments.  

Shishu Bikash Kendra (SBK) is a flexible, community based 
early learning and development centre for 3-4 years old 
children. This interven on could be implemented in a house 

or courtyard of a community with 
8-15 children for 2 hours, 5 days 
in a week. In selec ng the 
venue, child’s safety, 
security, protec on and other 
facili es are considered, 
giving importance to the consent 
and willingness of 
concerned persons 
and families. One 
trained caregiver 
selected from the 
community facilitates 
the sessions in the 
center following the 
guidelines with an aim 
to achieve certain 
developmental and learning competencies. Basically the 
centre is operated through child friendly joyful ac vi es for 
children such as games, rhymes, dance, songs, drawing etc. A 
por on of resource for venue, decora on, materials and 
honorarium is coming from community with their ac ve and 
cordial engagement. The center management commi ee of 
the centre comprising local parents and elites oversee all the 
ac vi es of the center. Plan provides technical assistance 
only by providing curriculum guideline and materials along 
with training to the caregivers to ensure quality 
implementa on and training to the pre-school teacher for 
suppor ng and monitoring caregivers’ ac vity. It may be 
men oned here that curriculum and materials of SBK have 
been developed and examined on the basis of na onal pre-
primary curriculum and Early Learning Development 
Standard (ELDS) so that it support to achieve the targeted 
aims of pre-primary.  

Before going to the pre-primary class at the age of 5+ years, 
this community based ini a ve plays an important role for 
children to learn and develop, cope with school environment 
and engage their family members meaningfully with primary 
educa on. Shishu Bikash Kendra is strategically located in the 
school catchment area on the basis of the number and 
loca on of 3-4 years old children. Each catchment area is 
divided into 6-7 parts and the center is established in a 
convenient place so that children can come to the center 
from their home easily. An ac ve linkage exists between the 
pre-primary school and all SBKs in the catchment area and 
a er comple ng SBK, all children enrolled in the pre-primary 
class. In this way all children in the school catchment area 
irrespec ve of ethnicity, religion, gender, ability, socio 
economic status, geographical loca on, etc. get prepared for 
primary school. This ini a ve also plays a cri cal role for on 

me enrolment, a endance, par cipa on and a aining 
grade wise competencies which ul mately contributes to 
primary cycle comple on with quality.  
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